CFI Pursuit Justification Letter

Subject: Request for Approval to Obtain the Certified Forensic Interviewer Designation

Dear [Supervisor's Name],

I hope you are doing well. I am writing to request approval to pursue the Certified Forensic Interviewer, or CFI, designation through the International Association of Interviewers.

I believe obtaining the CFI designation would be a valuable investment in my professional development and would directly benefit both my role and our organization. The CFI credential is a respected professional designation focused on ethical, non-confrontational, and evidence-based investigative interviewing. It is designed for professionals who conduct or support interviews and investigations and emphasizes practical skills that can be applied immediately in the workplace.

Earning this designation would strengthen my ability to conduct interviews in a more structured, professional, and effective manner. The training and certification process focuses on key competencies such as:
· Empathy and rapport-based interviewing, 
· Environmental and interviewer considerations, 
· Interviewing vulnerable people, 
· Ethical information gathering, 
· Understanding and managing resistance, and 
· Producing effective documentation

These skills are directly relevant to improving the quality of interviews, the reliability of information obtained, and the overall effectiveness of our investigations.

In addition, the CFI designation reflects a commitment to professional standards, continuing education, and investigative excellence. Pursuing this credential would help ensure that I remain current on best practices and defensible methods that support sound decision-making and organizational integrity.

The total cost to become certified is only $1,045, including the prep course and exam fees.  

This investment would also bring value beyond my individual development. The knowledge and skills gained through the CFI process can contribute to stronger investigative practices, greater consistency, and enhanced professionalism across our team. To maximize the return on investment, I would be glad to share key takeaways, resources, and practical recommendations with others after completing the program.

Thank you for your consideration. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss it further.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]
